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SUBJECT: “Plans for chinese. Communist Attack on Taiwan hs 


t 


MEMO TO: Chief of’ start 


1. an radio AG 06415, dated 12. Jul 50, from Saigon, Fic (Tab 1) 


_ reporting Chinese Communi st plens for tas Taiwan around 15 Jul in con ae a 


Junction with mpriees: on the island. 


2. G2 Comment ¢: Be Seuaaiet 3 “are: Sudioatad a aia. re-shuffle of Third 


‘Field Army units in Fukien. and, Chekiang Provinces; however, the most signifi~ 
.eant movement of troops has been in the Kwangtung area, where ‘anits of the. | 
Fourth Field Army are reportedly: moving. north and east: ‘from Canton to. Henkow:: 3 


and Gwatou. Identification of a unit ‘of the Second. Field Arny;, which has © 


- ‘been garrisoning Southwest ‘Chine, in Canton indicates the ‘possibility: thet the 
Fourth Field Army is being. zexseved: in’ South ne for action eee Taiwan 


or movement to Manchuria, ie Re : a: 


be. Although. this “hy the first report received concerning aircraft 
with special equipment. for airborne operations, it has become common knowledge . 
that airfields in the Shanghai and Canton areas haye undergone extensive con- 
struction and repair as a veault of Soviet advice and supervision, The Com= 
munists reportedly have about 22 operational former U.S. transport aircraft, 
and they have probably acquired additional transport aircraft from the USSR. 
Unconfirmed reports have indicated Communist airborne training in Chiamssu, 


-Menchuria, with strength renging. from one battalion to two regiments. Without 
‘active Soviet participation, it is considered doubtful whether. the Chinese 


Commmists, at present, possess the capability: oflaunching a major airborne 
invasion of Taiwan; however,. a small-scale airborne operation could be carried 
out fo create internal. disarders, disrupt communi cations, and cause general 
confusion among Nationalist ‘troops on Taiwan. Now that Nationalist air activity 
over the China mainland has ceased, the Communists could conceivably assemble — 
alireraft and airbornsé sbroops in Shanghai and Seaton wiShors being detected. 


Ce Although’ the combined strength of the. ‘third and Fourth Field 
Armies, which have been assigned the mission of capturing Taiwen, exceeds one 
million troops, current estimates of Commmist seagoing vessels, indicates that 
their. maximum capacity: would limit an invasion of Taiwan to about 175,000 troops. 


‘This does not provide for ‘logistical support and Immediate reinforcement. 


4, Premier CHOU Enlai has repeatedly eunounced. thet Commmist forces — | 
will "liberate Taiwan regardless of U.S. intervention." A. dispatch from Peking ‘ 
dated 12 Jul, stated that:a national campaign — U.8. iegbbitnes: rr oe 
Taiwan and Korea would be: launched on 17 Jul. meee: 2 aan + 


e. A daily newspaper in Paris announced that MAO edectane hes gone, 
or was going, to Moscow $e: discuss International Communism! s new offensive 
plan indsia, — ne 


. Phe Nationalist purge on Taiwan may iat. inoreased opposition 
to the Bt but increased police action by the Nationalists has reportedly 
brought these dleetdansa under Beatred: : 


& This is for information only. 
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